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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

Office of Community Integration 

April 14, 2011 

The HonorableWiliiam A. Hazel, Jr., M.D. 
Office of the Governor 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 
1111 East Main Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

Dear Secretary Hazel: 

On April 11, 2011, the gubernatorial appointed Community Integration Advisory Commission (CIAC) met in 

collaboration with Olmstead Implementation Team, comprised of representatives from 24 State Agencies and 8 

statewide organizations. As the two state bodies charged with the Commonwealth's oversight and compliance 

with the 1999 Supreme Court Olmstead Decision, the groups met to offer recommendations regarding recent 

Department of Justice (DOJ) findings. 

The CIAC and the Team offer the following very specific recommendations which we hope will be considered as 

negotiations with the DOJ move forward. These recommendations are congruent with Virginia's current 

Comprehensive, Cross-Governmental (Olmstead) Strategic Plan and contain elements for all Virginians with 

disabilities who have the right and desire to live in communities outside of an institutional setting. Our most 

important recommendations are: 

Create a menu of accessible, affordable housing options and ensure that funding is appropriated. In lieu 

of Virginia's current Training Centers, it is critical that individualized options and also smaller group 

homes for up to four (4) individuals who will be moving to the community be available. 

Redesign Medicaid waivers so that they provide a comprehensive menu of services and supports for 

individuals at all levels of need, including flexible rate structures which ensure that community living is 

the norm and funding that follows the needs (however complex) and preferences of the individual over 

the lifespan. Reimbursement rates must be at a level which ensures a sufficient numberof qualified 

providers across the state. 

Ensure that ongoing and comprehensive Transition Support Coordination Services are firmly in place and 

begin at least thirty days prior to a person transitioning to the community. Critical components of 

Transition Support Coordination Services include; focus on individualized person-centered services, 

hiring and training case managers who can expansively provide transition services, and increased funding 

and services of both public guardians and surrogate decision makers. 
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We sincerely hope that Governor McDonnell and the team currently negotiating with the DOJ will consider these 

important recommendations during this process. Please let us know if you have questions regarding these 

recommendations. 

Sincerely, 

Theresa Preda 
Acting Director, 
Office of Community Integration 


