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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

Office of Community Integration
___________________________________________________

Community Integration Advisory Commission (CIAC)
DRAFT Minutes
June 11, 2014
11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
8004 Franklin Farms Drive
Richmond, VA 23229

Members Present:
 Jack Brandt, Charlie Brown, Andrea Costanzo, Alice Ess, Debe Fults, Marie Gerardo, Kelly Hickok , Joan Manley (via phone), Lynn McCrobie,  Karen Michalski-Karney, Bonita Wright, Linda Wyatt
 
 Members Absent:
Teresa Champion,  John Contreras, Bill Fuller, Larry Little, Jack Morgan, Collin Oliver, Joshua Wilson

Others Present:
James Rothrock, DARS Commissioner
Ali Faruk, DARS
Catherine Harrison, DARS CIAC staff
Gale Pierce, Staff Support


Public Comment
Chair asked if there were any public comments. There were no public comments.


Emergency Prepardness 
Donna Pletch and Eileen Tarr  from the Virginia Department of Emergency Management (VDEM) provided information regarding VDEM’s activities involving individuals with disabilities.  She expanded on their participation in the Health and Human Resource Workgroup (HHR). This preparedness division provides training to localities to assist with planning for special needs populations. They provide technical assistance to local jurisdictions, colleges and universities.  
  

Consideration of Minutes from the March 12, 2014 CIAC meeting
Chair asked for a motion to approve the March minutes.  Charles Brown moved that the minutes be accepted.  Ms. McCrobie second the motion  It was noted that the time should be corrected to read 11:00AM.  Minutes were approved and accepted with proper corrections.


Welcome and Introductions
Chair welcomed members and guests and asked that they introduce themselves.  Linda Wyatt and Charles Brown are retiring from the Commission. 


Election of Officers and Reappointments
Catherine Harrison updated the group on where the Commission currently stands with its reappointments.  Seven members  are not able to be reappointed because they have served two full terms.   Debe Fults, Karen Michalski-Karney and Dana Parsons have received their reappointments.  Bonnie O’Day and John Heath will be serving as new members.  This meeting was the last for Charlie Brown and Linda Wyatt.

Linda Wyatt, Chair called for nominations for individuals to serve as chair and vice-chair upon the adjournment of the meeting.  Karen Michalski-Karney was nominated for chair by Jack Brandt, with a second by Lynnie McCrobie.  She was unanimously elected chair by the Commission.  Lynnie McCrobie nominated Debe Fults for vice-chair with a second by Jack Brandt.  Debe Fults was unanimously elected vice-chair.


By-Laws
Catherine Harrison reviewed changes made to the proposed draft by-laws after the last Commission meeting.  Charles Brown motioned to accept the by-laws as presented, second by Jack Brandt. The by-laws were approved as presented.


Working Lunch – Olmstead Anniversary and Service Awards     
Commissioner Rothrock (DARS) commended the Commission on their work to move Virginia into compliance with the Olmstead Supreme Court decision which will celebrate its 15th anniversary on June 22nd.   The Commissioner read Governor McAuliffe’s proclamation recognizing the 15th Anniversary of the Olmstead V.L.C. Supreme Court decision.
Commissioner presented awards to Charles Brown and Linda Wyatt for their dedicated service to the CIAC. 

The Commissioner updated the Commission on the budget.  


Employment First
Donna Bonessi from DARS, discussed the development of a training program for VR counselors, CSB service coordinators and ESOs. Virginia is now an Employment First state, or one that offers competitive integrated employment to all individuals as a first choice.  Training workshops  have been scheduled across the state.  
· Interagency transition team to work with students when they are coming out of school.  Target areas that have Center Based Facilities and may not come to DARS.
· Work with Project Search that is very successful.
· Closure rate increased from last year of people that are successfully employed. 
· Cannot use non integrated facility based programs as a successful closure.


Training Center Transitions
Jae Benz, from DBHDS, provided a detailed overview of the training center discharge process and updated the Commission on current transitions.  She also notified the group that the census at Southside Virginia Training Center was now zero. 


Other Business
Catherine Harrison updated the Commission on the current activities of the Waiver Design Advisory Commission (WDAC) and its subcommittees which are looking at redesigning the ID, DD, and Day Support waivers.  The states recent Section 811 housing voucher application was discussed as well as housing preferences for individuals covered under the DOJ settlement.  
  

Farewell
Charles Brown and Linda Wyatt expressed that they are sorry to be leaving the Commission and were thankful  for the opportunity to work with all. 


Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 2:15pm.
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