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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

Office of Community Integration

________________________________________________________________

Community Integration Advisory Commission (CIAC)
Minutes
June 1, 2016
12:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
8004 Franklin Farms Drive
Richmond, VA 23229

Members Present:
Jack Brandt, Sandra Cook, Susan Elmore, Debe Fults, Stephen Grammer, Nathaniel Hvizdos, Karen Michalski-Karney, Bonnie O’Day, Dana Parsons, Matthew Shapiro, Shareen Young-Chavez

Members Absent:
Tameka Burroughs, Danny Hodges, Collin Oliver, John Manley, Lynnie McCrobie, Ayn Welleford, Monica Wiley, Bonita Wright

Others Present:
Connie Cochran, DBHDS
Catherine Harrison, DARS
Tishaun Harris-Ugworji, DARS
Joanie Latimer, DARS
Jennifer Woodward, DARS

Welcome and Introductions
Chairperson Karen Michalski-Karney called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm. Individuals present and on the phone introduced themselves.

Public Comment
Chair asked for public comments. There were no public comments.



Consideration of Minutes
Upon reaching a quorum the minutes of the August 5, 2015 meeting were approved with the amended changes.

Virginia’s State Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program
Joanie Latimer, from the DARS State Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program reviewed the history and the current status of the program.

Waiver Redesign Update
[bookmark: _GoBack]Connie Cochran from the Department Behavioral Health and Development Services, provided an update on the redesigned ID and DD waiver for individuals with developmental disabilities. Many questions were asked and Mr. Cochran laid out the reason as to why the waiver was being redesigned and the new tier settings for the waivers.

Virginia’s State SSI Supplementation Program (Auxiliary Grant) 
Stemming from a previous suggestion from Jack Brandt that the Commission get an update on implementation of the Auxiliary Grant, Tishaun Harris-Ugworji from DARS, presented to the Commission that a workgroup discussing implementation of the third supportive housing setting will be meeting on June 9, 2016. At that meeting the workgroup will be looking at the regulatory piece of the grant and then move to looking at the operational side as to how to implement the program. The regulatory process will be open for public comment and out on the town hall website. Catherine Harrison will email the Commission to let them know when the public comment period will be held.

Budget Update
Catherine Harrison provided an update on veto session and a status report on Medicaid consumer directed service attendant time over 40 hours per week.  Federal Department of Labor regulations now require that personal attendants (including respite and companion services) who work over 40 hours a week be paid overtime.  The Governor included in his proposed budget money to cover some additional overtime costs.  The General Assembly removed this funding during the session.  The Governor then proposed putting the funding back in the budget which the General Assembly did not approve.  The concerns and impact on individuals with disabilities was further discussed.   Shareen Young-Chavez made a motion and it was second by Susan Elmore that a letter be written to the Governor from the Commission. The letter should include thanking the Governor for putting money into his budget for this issue, the disappointment that the General Assembly took the money out of his budget, encourage continued advocacy at the state and federal level, and to continue research into restructuring the program and allowing exemptions to the policy. The motion was passed unanimously.

Election of New Officers
Catherine Harrison presented to the Commission that it was time again to elect a new Chair and Vice Chairperson this year. The by-laws state that both the Chairperson and the Vice Chairperson will serve a period of two years. Chairperson Karen Michalski-Karney had previously appointed a nominating committee that consists of members Jack Brandt, Lynnie McCrobie, Sandra Cook, and Bonnie O’Day. The nominating committee was scheduled to meet on June 1, 2016 but due to not having a full quorum the meeting was canceled. The meeting will be rescheduled and the committee will have a selection of names for the Commission at the August meeting.

Other Business
Catherine Harrison presented to the Commission the Virginia Olmstead Strategic Plan. She asked the Commission if anyone had any suggestions on ways to improve the plan, any certain topics the Commission wanted the team to focus on, etc. Mrs. Harrison let the Commission know that the Team will be meeting next Tuesday June 7, 2016. If any members had any suggestions for the team to email them to Mrs. Harrison no later than Monday June 6, 2016.

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm.	
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