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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

Office of Community Integration
___________________________________________________

Community Integration Advisory Commission (CIAC)
DRAFT Minutes
March 4, 2015
12:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
8004 Franklin Farms Drive
Richmond, VA 23229

Members Present:
 Jack Brandt, Debe Fults, John Heath, Joan Manley, Lynnie McCrobie,  Karen Michalski-Karney, Dana Parsons, Bonita Wright, Danny Hodges, Sandra Cook, Stephen Grammer (conference call), Monica Wiley, Ayn Welleford, Shareen Young-Chavez, 
 
 Members Absent:
Teresa Champion, Bill Fuller, Marie Gerardo, Collin Oliver

Others Present:
Donna Bonessi, DARS
Marcia Dubois, DARS
Catherine Harrison, DARS
Deanna Parker, DBHDS
Gale Pierce, DARS
Becky Sterling, DBHDS

Welcome and Introductions
Chairperson Karen Michalski-Karney called the meeting to order at 12:05 am.  Members of the Commission introduced themselves.

Public Comment
Chair asked for public comments. There were no public comments.

Consideration of Minutes
Minutes from the December 12, 2014 meeting were approved.


DARS Education Transition Services
Donna Bonessi, DARS

Donna Bonessi provided an overview of DARS transition services and recent vocational rehabilitation success rates.  In addition, she provided information regarding specific programs such as Project Search.  Commission members asked numerous questions  


Livable Communities
Marcia Dubois

Marcia DuBois, Livable Communities Director,  provided an overview of the Livable Communities initiative in Virginia including planning activities and website updates.  Ms. DuBois discussed  tax credits, Micro Boards,  the Village concept, mix use development, Age Wave planning, and the Main Street program. After the meeting Ms. Harrison will send out a copy of the presentation along with links regarding MicroBoards and the Livable Homes Tax Credit.


ID, DD and Day Support Waiver Redesign
Deanna Parker, DBHDS

Deanna Parker, reviewed the work undertaken by the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to revise the ID, DD, and Day Support Waivers.  The goal is to create services that meet the needs of the individual.  The work was done in consultation with the Waiver Design Advisory Committee (WDAC) and in keeping with the new CMS rule regarding home and community based settings.  Due to directives from the General Assembly and required reports, implementation of the changes has been postponed from the original phased in start date in 2016.  The new SIS assessment tool was also discussed.  


Peer Support
Becky Sterling, DBHDS
Office of Recovery Support Services

Becky Sterling informed the Commission that the new office was created in January 2015.  The purpose is to speak on service delivery policy and strategic planning. The office provides information to CSBs, private entities, and the recovery community about the topic of recovery, resiliency and trauma care. The Office is not a complaint department but was created to help dispel stigmas and advocate for equitable representation and funding.


General Assembly Update
Catherine Harrison, DARS

Ms. Harrison provided a brief overview of highlights from the 2015 General Assembly.  Bills of interest as well as budget items of interest were discussed.  SB 894 (Puller) which amended the composition of the Commission to allow current or former residents of state mental health facilities, public or private ICFs, and nursing facilities to serve in the slots previously held for current residents of state mental health facilities, state training centers, and nursing facilities and extended the sunset date to 2019 passed the General Assembly.  In addition, legislation directing the DOE to promulgate regulations related to students with disabilities and the use of restraint and seclusion also passed.  Both of these were recommendations of the Commission.

Other Business
The next Commission meeting is scheduled for June 4, 2015.

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 4:00pm.
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