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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

Office of Community Integration
___________________________________________________

Community Integration Advisory Commission (CIAC)
Minutes
December 2, 2014
12:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
8004 Franklin Farms Drive
Richmond, VA 23229

Members Present:
 Tameka Burroughs, Sandra Cook, Susan Elmore, Debe Fults, Stephen Grammer, John Heath,  Danny Hodges, Joan Manley (via phone), Lynnie McCrobie,  Karen Michalski-Karney, Bonnie O’Day, Dana Parsons, Ayn Welleford, Monica Wiley, Bonita Wright, Shareen Young-Chavez
 
 Members Absent:
Jack Brandt, Teresa Champion, Marie Gerardo, Bill Fuller, Collin Oliver

Others Present:
Maria Everett, Division of Legislative Services
Catherine Harrison, DARS CIAC staff
Karen Kimsey, DMAS
Elizabeth Nagji, disAbility Law Center of Virginia


Welcome and Introductions
Chairperson Karen Michalski-Karney called the meeting to order at 12:10 pm.  Members of the Commission introduced themselves, including new appointees Tameka Burroughs, Susan Elmore, Stephen Grammer, Danny Hodges, Ay Welleford, and Shareen Young-Chavez.

Public Comment
Chair asked if there were any public comments. There were no public comments.


Consideration of Minutes
Minutes from the August 13, 2014 meeting were approved.

Restraint and Seclusion in Schools
Elizabeth Nagji of the disAbility Law Center of Virginia provided an overview of a recent study they conducted regarding the use of restraint and seclusion in Virginia’s public schools.  Commission members asked multiple questions and shared their own personal experiences.  As a result a motion was made by Ms. McCrobie and seconded by Mr. Hodges that a letter be sent to the Governor recommending that he sign off on the regulations regarding restraint and seclusion in private schools and also address the lack of policies statewide for public schools by proposing legislation or budget language directing the Department of Education to promulgate regulations related to the use of restrain and seclusion in Virginia’s public schools.  The Commission unanimously approved sending the letter with the abstention of Ms. ODay.
  
GAP Program for the Seriously Mentally Ill (1115 Waiver)
Karen Kimsey, DMAS, provided an overview and update on the GAP Program for the Seriously Mentally Ill (SMI).  The GAP program is part of the Governor’s proposal to expand coverage to more Virginians under a Medicaid 1115 demonstration waiver.  The program is limited to adults under 65, with an SMI diagnosis, and income under 100% FPL.  The program would provide access for eligible individuals to a basic health care package and mental health service.  

Freedom of Information Act
A presentation on the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) was provided by Marie Everett of the Division of Legislative Services.  Ms. Everett reviewed how FOIA applied to members of the Commission as appointees to a public body.

By-Laws FOIA Update
Catherine Harrison, staff to the CIAC, reviewed the proposed changes to the CIAC’s by-laws.  The changes were drafted to meet the requirements of recent Code changes related to Commission member attendance via telephone that required a written policy be in place.  Ms. O’Day made a motion to accept the revised by-laws which was seconded by Mr. Heath and unanimously approved by the Commission.

Other Business
Ms. Harrison updated the Commission regarding a meeting between the housing agencies, housing providers, advocates, and other stakeholders regarding community housing.  A discussion regarding the time slot for meetings in 2015 occurred with the decision made to continue the meetings from noon to 4:00 pm with the option to change if needed.




Overview of the CIAC and Recommendation Updates
Ms. Harrison reviewed the role and duties of the Commission.  Responses to previous recommendations of the Commission involving SB 627 and the release of waiver slots were shared with the Commission.
 
Other Business
The 2015 dates will be sent to the Commission members shortly.

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 3:50pm.
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