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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

Office of Community Integration
___________________________________________________

Community Integration Advisory Commission (CIAC)
DRAFT Minutes
August 5, 2015
12:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
8004 Franklin Farms Drive
Richmond, VA 23229

Members Present:
Tameka Burroughs, Sandra Cook, Susan Elmore, Debe Fults,  Stephen Grammer, Beth Hungate, Nathaniel Hvizdos,  Karen Michalski-Karney, Lynnie McCrobie, Bonnie O’Day, Dana Parsons,  Matthew Shapiro, Monica Wiley, Bonita Wright, Shareen Young-Chavez 
 
 Members Absent:
Jack Brandt, Danny Hodges, Collin Oliver, John Heath, Joan Manley, Ayn Welleford

Others Present:
Dr. Joe Ashley, DARS
Alisa Ferguson, Virginia 529
Catherine Harrison, DARS
Erica Jones-Haskins, VHDA
Eric Leabough, DBHDS
Deana Parker, DBHDS


Welcome and Introductions
Chairperson Karen Michalski-Karney called the meeting to order at 12:04 pm.  Individuals present introduced themselves. 

Public Comment
Chair asked for public comments. There were no public comments.

Consideration of Minutes
A quorum was not immediately present.  However, after Ms. Parker’s presentation a quorum was present and the Commission approved the minutes from the August 5, 2015 meeting with the correction of two name misspellings.


Career Pathways
Dr. Joe Ashley, from the Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services (DARS), provided information about the recent career pathways grant received by DARS.  The grant seeks to promote and assist individuals with disabilities in finding jobs in the manufacturing sector.  Dr. Ashley agreed to come back at a later date to update the Commission.

Waiver Redesign
Deana Parker, from the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS), presented on the proposed waiver changes to the ID, DD, and Day Support waivers.  Proposed changes must be approved by CMS and the General Assembly.  The changes would create one waiting list based upon need with three categories of urgency.  The entry point for all services would be CSBs.  A number of new services, such as community guide and community coach, seek to promote integrated community involvement.
 
Virginia’s Plan to Increase Independent Living Options
Eric Leabough, DBHDS, provided an overview of the Commonwealth’s plan to provide more integrated living options for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  He provided information regarding the results of the recent 100 day HSS challenge in three regions of the state as well as changes being made at the state and local level regarding housing voucher preferences and the number of individuals housed.


ABLE Account Implementation

Alisa Ferguson, from Virginia 529, provided an overview of ABLE accounts and where the state is in the process of making these accounts available to individuals.  There are still many questions that need to be answered on the federal level before Virginia can implement.  However, they are working through those issues that they can now and are interested in getting input from the disability community.

Role of the Commission and Vision for the Future

Ms. Michalski-Karney led a discussion regarding the role of the Commission and what members would like to see accomplished.  Ms. Harrison provided support and a robust list of potential items to tackle was generated.  As part of this discussion, with a motion by Ms. Fults and a joint second by Mr. Hvizdos and Ms. Parsons, the Commission approved sending a letter to the Governor commending the first lady on her efforts to install a ramp to the Governor’s mansion and encourage accessibility changes beyond this first step to other areas such as state website accessibility.  The Commission also agreed to have a joint meeting with the Implementation Team at the second meeting of 2016.


Other Business

Ms. Harrison notified the Commission that meeting dates for 2016 were included in their packet.


Adjourn
[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 pm.
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