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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

Office of Community Integration
___________________________________________________

Community Integration Advisory Commission (CIAC)
DRAFT Minutes
August 5, 2015
12:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services
8004 Franklin Farms Drive
Richmond, VA 23229

Members Present:
Jack Brandt, Tameka Burroughs, Sandra Cook, Susan Elmore, Debe Fults,  Stephen Grammer, Beth Hungate, Nathaniel Hvizdos,  Karen Michalski-Karney, Bonnie O’Day, Dana Parsons,  Monica Wiley, Shareen Young-Chavez 
 
 Members Absent:
Danny Hodges, Collin Oliver, John Heath, Joan Manley, Lynnie McCrobie, Matthew Shapiro, Ayn Welleford, Bonita Wright,

Others Present:
Catherine Harrison, DARS
Tishaun Harris-Ugworji, DARS
Pat Haymes, DOE
Jennifer Woodward, DARS

Welcome and Introductions
Chairperson Karen Michalski-Karney called the meeting to order at 12:15 pm.  Individuals present introduced themselves. 

Public Comment
Chair asked for public comments. There were no public comments.

Consideration of Minutes
Upon reaching a quorum the minutes from the November 17, 2015 meeting were approved.


Virginia’s State SSI Supplementation Program (Auxiliary Grant)
Stemming from previous requests by the Commission for more information about Virginia’s SSI supplementation program, Tishaun Harris-Ugworji from DARS, presented on the Auxiliary Grant program.  She reviewed the history, the current status of the program, and changes coming in the future.  A third supportive housing setting will be added to the program with a program cap of 60 participants.  In addition individuals will have to reside in an ALF for a year before they are eligible at their yearly reassessment.  After much debate a motion was make by Jack Brandt and seconded by Nathaniel Hvizdos and Monica Wiley that the Commission send a letter to the Governor applauding the inclusion of a supportive housing AG option but expressing concerns about effectively requiring individuals to reside in an ALF for a year before becoming eligible.  The letter will also include language that the Commission will be following implementation of the new setting and may propose legislation for 2017 to address issues that arise.  The Commission approved the motion 11-1.

Ms. Harris-Ugoworji extended an invitation to members of the Commission to serve on a workgroup that will be looking at implementation of the third setting.  Jack Brandt suggested the Commission get an update on implementation in a few months.

General Assembly Update
[bookmark: _GoBack]Catherine Harrison, staff from DARS, provided an update on budget items and legislation of interest from the 2016 session of the Virginia General Assembly.  Robust discussion ensued with many questions and options for recommendations to the Governor discussed.  Debbie Fults made a motion that was seconded by Shareen Young-Chavez to send a letter to the Governor recommending that he amend the budget bill to include exceptions to the 40 hour maximum cap placed on consumer directed respite, companion, and  personal care attendants.  Due to new Department of Labor regulations the CD providers of the services listed above must be paid overtime when they work over 40 hours per week.  The Commission approved the recommendation with a vote of 7 aye, 4 nay, and 1 abstention.  The Commission also approved sending a thank you letter to Governor and Mrs. McAuliffe regarding their work on the ramp.
 
Restraint and Seclusion in School Regulations
Pate Haymes, from the Department of Education, provided an update on the implementation of regulations regarding the use of restraint and seclusion in public schools.  Many questions were asked and Ms. Haymes laid out some of the issues that had arisen when making these changes. 

Other Business

Nathaniel Hvizdos passed out information regarding state supplementation of SSI and medical cannabis.  The Commission discussed avenues and decided to look into what other states offer for SSI supplementation and what their requirements include.

Ms. Harrison reminded the Commission that statewide waiver transition plan to meet federal rules regarding home and community based settings was out for public comment through April 7, 2016.

Many Commission members attended the ribbon cutting ceremony at the Governor’s mansion that morning for the new accessible ramp.  The advocacy and support of the Commission was mentioned by the Governor.

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm.
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