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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

Office of Community Integration

___________________________________________________

COMMUNITY INTEGRATION ADVISORY COMMISSION
September 22, 2011
11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Tuckahoe Library
1901 Starling Drive
Henrico, VA 23229
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
Members Present

Carter Harrison (Chair), Joan Manley (Vice Chair), Charles Brown, Bill Fuller, Debe Fults, Dana Parsons, Alice Ess, Bonita Wright, Lynn McIntyre, Theresa Champion, Jack Brandt, Karen Michalski-Karney, Marie Gerardo, Kelly Hickok, Linda Wyatt, Jack Morgan, Heather Tace.
Members Absent 

John Contreras

Collin Oliver

Joshua Wilson

Larry Little

Others Present

James Rothrock, Commissioner, Dept. of Rehabilitative Services

Marcia DuBois, Dept. of Rehabilitative Services Field Rehabilitation Services Coordinator
Mary-Margaret Cash, Assistant Department of Rehabilitative Services Commissioner
Julie Stanley, Money Follows the Person Community Integration specialist/Dept. of Medical Assistance Services
Catherine Harrison, newly-hired Director for the Office of Community Integration 
Keith Hare, Deputy Secretary of Health and Human Resources

Kristin Burhop, Project Manager, DBHDS Trust Fund

Welcome and Introductions
Carter Harrison called the meeting of the Community Integration Advisory Commission (CIAC) to order and asked all in attendance to introduce themselves and share their interests as members of the Commission.
No Public Comment
Motion made to approve minutes from the June 23, 2011 meeting
Second, Manley

Approved by voice vote

Motion carried 

Nominations
Jack Morgan presented a slate of nominations from the Nominating Committee.  The slate was as follows:


Nominated for Chair:  
Linda Wyatt


Nominated Vice-Chair:  
Karen Michalski-Karney


Nominated for Secretary:
Debe Fults

There were no other nominations, so nominations were closed.  

Manley moved to accept the slate of nominations

Approved unanimously by voice vote

Motion carried

Wyatt thanked everyone for their vote of confidence.

[Diversion from Agenda]
Deputy Secretary Hare commended Carter for his long-standing work with the Commission and presented him with a plaque in recognition of his exemplary work.  Commissioner Rothrock also thanked Theresa Preda for her ongoing work with Virginia’s Olmstead initiative, including serving as the Acting Director of Community Integration over the past year.  
Deputy Secretary Hare—Status of the Office of Community Integration

Hare introduced Catherine Harrison, the newly-hired Director of the Office of Community Integration.  He gave a brief background on Ms. Harrison, who has an extensive work background in health policy and has done work with both legislators and policy makers.  He also said that Ms. Harrison was anxious to do “work that made a difference”.  Everyone welcomed Ms. Harrison as the new Director.

Hare gave a brief update on the status of negotiations with the Department of Justice (DOJ).  He asked for patience in the process and assured the Commission that negotiations were moving forward.  He further stated that regardless of the negotiations, that the Governor and Secretary were committed to community integration.   Hare also indicated that he would answer questions on a regular basis and would get back with the new Director and Chair on a regular basis. 
Kristin Burhop, Project Manager, DBHDS Trust Fund
Burhop gave a brief update on the current status of the Trust Fund and how funds would be used.  She also briefly explained her role in the negotiations with the Department of Justice and stated that she would be glad to attend all meetings of the Commission.  Both Burhop and Hare took further questions about the DOJ negotiations and the role of the Commission with regard to community integration.  (Copies of Burhop’s presentation can be found on www.olmsteadva.org)

James A. Rothrock, Commissioner of the Department of Rehabilitative Services and Acting Commissioner of the Department of Aging
Commissioner Rothrock updated Commission members on proposed consolidation of the Department of Rehabilitative Services, the Department of Aging, and programs currently residing in the Department of Social Services.  Rothrock answered questions about the proposed consolidation and discussed current activities leading up to the General Assembly consideration of the consolidation.
Workgroup Activities
Preda and Harrison gave updates on the Workgroups activities as follows:
· Guardianship-  Harrison gave an update on the process to move the proposed Guardianship Code changes through the legislative process.  Changes are likely to take effect in July 2012
· MFP Monitoring-  Preda gave an update on MFP monitoring, citing the work of the group. Following the selection of a new MFP coordinator, the workgroup will continue with their efforts to track accomplishments of Virginia’s MFP program.  
· Family Members as Caregivers—Preda updated the group on efforts to change policies regarding family members as caregivers.  Harrison suggested that policy changes, rather than code changes regarding this could happen quicker.  Preda indicated that this group needs a new chair since the former chair, the MFP Coordinator, has left his position.   
· Auxiliary Grant Portability—There was much discussion on this effort with a recommendation from Fuller that this committee change their path and look at how a state voucher for housing could be established using some of the Trust Fund.  The Auxiliary Grant Portability Workgroup could take up this issue at their next meeting.
· DOJ Monitoring—No update.
Money Follows the Person Update and Focus Group
Julie Stanley [for Karen Lawson] gave a brief update on the current status of Money Follows the Person.  Julie indicated that the position formerly held by Jason Rachel would be filled soon, as recruitment is in process.  Julie also conducted a focus group in review of the draft materials designed to market Money Follows the Person.  Commission members gave comprehensive input into the draft of the marketing materials.  Julie and DMAS staff will incorporate the input from Commission members into the development of the materials.  Julie anticipates that the marketing materials will be final prior to the end of the calendar year.  Updates and current status of the Money Follows the Person program is posted on the Olmstead website.

Proposed Commission recommendations for Governor McDonnell

Harrison conducted a discussion on submitting proposed recommendations from the Commission to Governor McDonnell, to be included in the Governor’s Legislative Package.
There was extensive discussion on what should be included with the following recommendations to be submitted:

Brown made motion made to recommend adopting specific changes within Virginia Code §2.2-712, Powers and duties of the Department of Aging with respect to the public guardian and conservator program, adding new language emphasizing person-centered planning and service provision.
Second, Tace

Motion approved by voice vote

Motion carried

Michalski-Karney made motion to recommend adding 200 slots to the Developmental Disabilities (DD) Waiver.  (Staff will calculate the cost of adding slots to be included in the letter to the Governor.)

Second, Brandt

Motion approved by voice vote

Motion carried

Fults made motion to recommend increasing the number of respite care hours available to families from 480 hours to 720 hours per year.
Second, Manley

Motion approved by voice vote

Motion carried

Staff will send copy of final letter to Commission members.  

Meeting Adjourned at 4:10 p.m.

Date for next meeting

The next scheduled meeting is December 8, 2011.
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