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Dear Public Housing Agency Director:
In September 2007 I asked for your assistance in providing affordable housing for people with disabilities and seniors who are moving out of institutions under Virginia’s Money Follows the Person (MFP) Demonstration.  The MFP Demonstration supports a growing national trend that is shifting the orientation of long-term care services from institutional to community settings in accordance many with individuals’ wishes.  

Since my original letter, many positive steps have been taken to further the collaboration among public housing agencies and the disability and senior communities.  In spite of barriers, many of you have taken significant steps to support this initiative, and I applaud your efforts.
As you may already know, later this summer HUD will issue a Notice of Funding Availability for new Section 8 rental vouchers specifically designed to provide affordable rental housing to individuals with disabilities.  I strongly encourage you to apply for the vouchers for which your PHA may be eligible, and target them to the extent possible to individuals participating in the MFP project.  The Virginia Housing Development Authority, for example, has decided to dedicate all such vouchers it might receive to MFP participants.

If you would like additional information, I encourage you to contact Julie A. Stanley, Director of the Office of Community Integration at Julie.Stanley@governor.virginia.gov or 804-371-0828.  
Thank you again for all you are doing to support individuals in their desire to live in the community.   
Sincerely,
      
Timothy M. Kaine
