September 6, 2007

Dear (Public Housing Agency):

Your assistance is needed to provide affordable housing for people with disabilities and seniors. I am aware that you recently received a letter dated July 9, 2007 from HUD Secretary, Alphonso Jackson, regarding your participation in the New Freedom Initiative Money Follows the Person Rebalancing Demonstration.  This Demonstration can, with appropriate community supports, dramatically improve the quality of life of people with disabilities and seniors.
This spring the Commonwealth of Virginia received federal funding for the Money Follows the Person Rebalancing Demonstration. Virginia actively pursued this initiative and was pleased to have received an award that will draw down more than $28 million in federal Medicaid funding to assist over 1,000 of Virginia’s seniors and people with disabilities who currently live in institutions to transition to the community over the next four years.  

Virginia has been actively implementing the U.S. Supreme Court Olmstead decision over the past few years.  I created an Office of Community Integration that has been working closely with Virginia’s Medicaid agency, the Department of Medical Assistance Services, to implement the Olmstead decision on the Commonwealth.  The Rebalancing Demonstration is a critical component of our statewide Olmstead implementation efforts.

If you desire further information about the Money Follows the Person Rebalancing Demonstration, I encourage you to contact Julie A. Stanley, Director of the Office of Community Integration at Julie.Stanley@governor.virginia.gov or at 804-371-0828.  You may also be interested in visiting the Olmstead initiative website at www.olmsteadva.com.

Thank you in advance for your efforts to assist Virginians with disabilities and seniors. 
Sincerely,
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Timothy M. Kaine
