Housing Expansion Task Force for People with Disabilities

5th Floor West Conference Room

General Assembly Building

Richmond, Virginia 23219

2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

August 4, 2009

 MEETING NOTES

Members in attendance:  Ed Turner, Julie Stanley, Sarah Stanton, Liz Hayes, Sandra Wagener, Skip Stanley, Barb Putney, Bill Ernst, Barry Merchant, Linda Wyatt, Teri Barker-Morgan, Pat Cummins, Marie Gustafson, Theresa Preda, Jason Rachel, Michael Shank, Bruce DeSimone
Members participating by phone:  Maureen Hollowell 

Special Guest:  Barrett Hardiman, Vice President, Virginia Home Builders Association
Welcome and Introductions:  The meeting began at 2:00 p.m.  Julie Stanley welcomed participants, and introductions followed.  

Background Leading to Merger of the Three Housing Work Groups: Julie provided meeting participants with background information on the merger of the three work groups (Disability Commission Housing Work Group, Olmstead Strategic Planning group, and MFP Housing Task Force Work Group).   Julie listed the three work groups and asked meeting participants to raise their hand if they were members of a specific work group.  Many meeting participants were members of more than one of housing focused work groups.  Julie told attendees that the merger was initially brought up for discussion by Barry Merchant due to the overlapping issues and duplication of efforts that he experienced as a member of all three workgroups.  Barry commented in this regard.  Julie confirmed that the Disability Commission approved the merger and Sarah Stanton indicated that the improved coordination would be an asset to the work of the Commission.  

Orientation to the Group’s Three Major Tasks:

· Advisory Group to the Disability Commission:  Julie asked Teri Morgan and Sarah Stanton to provide an overview of the work of the Disability Commission’s housing workgroup.  Teri reviewed the current work plan and provided some historical information on previous work and priorities.  Sarah provided information and guidance on areas of interest to the Commission with respect to housing for people with disabilities.

· Olmstead Strategic Plan and Annual Updates:  Julie and Ed reviewed the Olmstead Strategic Plan and annual updates specific to housing.  Julie discussed the time line for completion of necessary work and how that timeline can integrate with the Housing Expansion Task Force. 

· Annual Updates MFP Annual Action Plan and Semi-Annual Reports:  Julie reviewed, and the work group discussed, the MFP Action Plan and Semi-Annual report.  Jason Rachel shared the draft update and status report that would be sent to CMS on September 10 and asked for feedback and discussion.  Meeting participants shared potential items for inclusion in the status report and commented that Jason had done a nice job pulling the information together.     

Staff Support for the Group:  Staff support for the Housing Expansion Task Force will be provided by Julie Stanley and Sarah Stanton.    

Decision:  Chair of the Group:  The group agreed that Ed Turner will chair the group for at least the next 5 months.

Decision: Name for the Group:  After much discussion, group members agreed on the workgroup’s name: Housing Expansion Task Force for People with Disabilities.  

Update on Current Housing Issues and Opportunities:  A brief overview of the current housing study being completed at the request of the General Assembly (315 Z of the 2009 Appropriations Act) was provided by Teri Morgan.  A discussion on Fair Housing and Accessibility standards followed.   Maureen Hollowell provided an overview of the work of the CILS to influence housing policy and programs at the local and state level according to Goal 2 of the State Plan for Independent Living.  Julie discussed the HUD Unlocking Doors Initiative in the Richmond Metro area and asked if anyone would like to join the working group which is planning an Information Fair for April 2010.

Develop Group's Work Plan for the Coming Year: Due to the lateness of the hour, Julie offered to draft a workplan for the next year

Meeting Schedule through November 2010:  The Housing Expansion Task Force agreed to meet on the first Thursday of every month (except December, January, February, July and August) from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.   

Barrett Hardiman told the group of the Home Builders Association’s interest in Easy Living Home construction and distributed a packet of information they are using in marketing efforts.  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

Next Meeting: Thursday, September 3, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., 5th Floor West conference room, GAB.
