
Housing Expansion Task Force for People with Disabilities

5th Floor West Conference Room

General Assembly Building

Richmond, Virginia 23219

1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

September 3, 2009
DRAFT MEETING NOTES

Members in attendance:  Julie Stanley (chaired for Ed Turner who could not attend), Sarah Stanton, Mary-Margaret Cash, Deandra Shelton (for Liz Hayes), Sandra Wagener, Skip Stanley, Bill Ernst, Barry Merchant, Sharon Fairburn, Shea Hollifield, Joan Manley, Linda Wyatt

Members participating by phone:  Maureen Hollowell, Marie Gustafson, Teri Barker-Morgan, Barb Putney

Special Guests:  Helen O’Beirne and Will Sanford of HOME

UPDATES:  HOUSING ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

HUD Non-Elderly Disability Vouchers:  Sharon and Maureen reported no word on the NOFA for the vouchers yet.  Sharon has inquired of HUD when the NOFA is expected and will let us know what she hears.

Unlocking Doors:  Julie reported that several members and others had a conference call with HUD concerning disability housing challenges.  As a result of the call, several people have indicated an interest in joining the working group which is planning an information fair for the Richmond Metro area in April 2010, including Kelly Hickok, Skip Stanley, Alice Tousignant, Helen O’Beirne, and Teri Barker-Morgan.  HUD has scheduled a call with these individuals on Wednesday 9/9.

Other federal initiatives:  Helen O’Beirne reported that visitability legislation has been reintroduced in Congress.

Virginia Housing Search.com:  Sharon reported that approximately 35,000 listings have been placed on the new apartment locator, and VHDA is working hard to market the availability of the site to landlords and others.  Julie mentioned that she had received information that some local databases are linking in to the state site.

DBHDS Housing Study:  Teri reported that this group is working on a draft report that should be available soon and will be circulated to this group.  She noted that some recommendations focus on the need to develop a disability community-based housing policy, focus on individuals with disabilities as a viable housing market, and separate services from housing.  She believes the recommendations will be applicable to all disability populations even though the report focuses on ID/DD.   

Auxiliary Grant Portability Project:  Julie had been briefed earlier in the week by DSS.  Secretary Tavenner met with DSS, DBHDS and DMAS to attempt to resolve the Medicaid and MOE issues that have prevented the pilot from moving forward.  It is Julie’s understanding that the pilot approach cannot be used, but the administration is interested in creating a permanent project that will satisfy the MOE concerns expressed by SSA; DSS will consult with SSA on this new approach and, if acceptable, the project will likely move ahead as a capped (at perhaps 500 slots) permanent change to the AG.  Medicaid issues can apparently be resolved by State Medicaid Plan amendments and regulatory changes. 

HOME Legislative Agenda:  HOME Legislative Agenda:  Helen reported that HOME is continuing to purse housing discrimination in any form, and encouraged members to refer anyone to HOME if they are experiencing discrimination.  HOME recently worked with the Fair Housing Office to gather information on Fair Housing compliance in the Tidewater area.  Basically, the vast majority of builders and developers are not complying with the federal requirements for accessible units, and this remains a source of great concern because there is no coordinated enforcement effort, and little resources to do so. She also reported that HOME is working with the FHO to ascertain whether the continuing violation theory of fair housing violations can be accomplished through regulatory action; if not, this may be a legislative item HOME pursues in 2011.  This year, HOME’s legislative agenda includes an initiative aimed at expanding the landlords who will accept housing vouchers.  The group discussed a program implemented in Roanoke for seniors that may serve as a useful model. HOME will also seek to remove several exemptions in the Fair Housing Law that will broaden coverage, and require fair housing training for everyone in the business of selling or renting housing. 

QAP Input Sessions:  Barry reported that VHDA is conducting two QAP input sessions at VHDA September 14 and 15.  Teri plans to attend the session on the 15th.

CIL Activities:  Maureen reported that the CILs continue their work with PHAs by: 1) encouraging them to apply for the forthcoming MFP vouchers and assisting them with data to include in their applications to increase their competitiveness; 2) working to create preferences for people with disabilities; 3) trying to gain membership of individuals with disabilities on PHA residence councils; and 4) conducting local workshops both for people with disabilities and for partner agencies; 5) participating in the consolidated planning process; and 6) education about Section 504 compliance issues.  

Consideration of DRAFT WORK PLAN

The draft work plan (attached) was approved as submitted.

Plan for presentation -- next DISABILITY COMMISSION meeting

Sarah reported that no date has been set for the next meeting, however, she believes the members would appreciate a brief update on the issues and opportunities the group has been discussing, a presentation by DBHDS on the Housing Study, an update on the auxiliary grant portability project, and a presentation on HOME’s fair housing audit.

OLMSTEAD Discussion:  Developing Statewide Data 

Part of the 2009 Community Integration Strategic Plan calls for developing and funding a mechanism for collecting statewide data on the number of individuals in institutions who cannot transition due to inability to afford housing or find accessible housing, the number who risk institutionalization for these reasons, the type of housing needed, and the number of units needed by geographic location in Virginia.  It appears that use of the THA toolkit and/or a JLARC study are not feasible.  One alternative suggestion was to break down the data needs and work on each component separately, perhaps with a different approach for gathering each piece of data.  Another suggestion was to pursue legislation that would require state licensing offices to administer a “census” of sorts to individuals living in institutions.  Will Sanford of HOME offered to assist in mapping any data collected. The group will discuss this issue in more detail October 1.

Draft MFP Housing Report 

The group reviewed the attached draft MFP housing report submitted by Jason Rachel and made suggestions for changes.  Julie will contact Jason to relate the suggestions.

MFP Bridge Rent

This discussion was deferred to the October 1 meeting at Jason Rachel’s request.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

Next Meeting: Thursday, October 1, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., 5th Floor West conference room, GAB
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