Housing Expansion Task Force for People with Disabilities

5th Floor West Conference Room, General Assembly Building

Richmond, Virginia 23219

November 5, 2009, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

MEETING NOTES
Ed Turner, Sarah Stanton, Barry Merchant, Bill Ernst, Linda Wyatt, Joan Manley, Skip Stanley, Liz Hayes, Mary-Margaret Cash, Lee Price, Emily Helmboldt; by phone--Karin Clark, Paige McCleary, Julie Stanley 
Disability Commission 
Sarah Stanton reported that the Disability Commission received many e-mails in response to its request, and she is sorting through them now to compile a list of recommendations by next week.  The next meeting will be the last meeting of the year.  It has not yet been scheduled but is likely to be before Thanksgiving. 

No particular follow up is needed from the Task Force’s 10/22 presentation, and there is no need for another presentation from the Task Force unless something new comes up.  It was suggested that the Commission may be interested in receiving presentations on the DBHDS Housing Study Report and the HOME audit. 
Olmstead
Julie Stanley reported that the Community Integration Advisory Commission has been interested in the rebuilding of Southeastern Virginia Training Center and related community housing.  They posed several questions to DGS about the community housing, which were answered by Director Rich Sliwoski.  The Commission also received a response to its letter to the Governor regarding suspension of the Training Center rebuild, indicating that plans for the rebuilding will continue. 
Ms. Stanley continues to collect information to circulate to localities on Virginia’s fair housing laws as they relate to “Nimbyism.” It was suggested that, in addition to VML, VACO and VALHSO, the materials be circulated to local attorneys and the associations of County Administrators and Boards of Supervisors.  Liz Hayes will contact the Office of the Attorney General to see if they can write a letter similar to those sent previously to Culpeper and Wythe County
Ms. Stanley reviewed the discussion draft of the Proposal for Statewide Data Collection.  She indicated that Michael Shank (who could not be at today’s meeting) said that he needs to consult with other staff at DBHDS about the availability and veracity of housing needs data for individuals in state mental health facilities.  Mr. Shank had also inquired about whether the data should reflect the total number of such individuals over the course of the year or rather the number of individuals at a point in time.  Ms. Stanley indicated that it would be point in time data.
 

Additionally, Jason Rachel (who could not be at today’s meeting) had sent the following message:  “Medicaid does not collect housing information other than the current address for its recipients. Therefore, there is no automated process available to collect housing information on MFP participants.  Jason Rachel, the MFP project director and Doreek Charles, the MFP project analyst closely track all MFP participants per CMS requirements.  Within this database, they track the length of time between initial MFP enrollment and transition to the community.  If an individual does not transition within 90 days of MFP enrollment, DMAS staff will call the Case Manager/Transition Coordinator to inquire why and track the reasons (reason to include lack of services, lack of housing, change in individual’s medical condition, lack of informal supports).  The collection of this data is currently underway and will be reported during future meetings.”
Lee Price indicated there may be issues with obtaining data from community ICFs/MR, which are privately operated.  (The licensing office would be a more logical route.)  Paige McCleary indicated that DSS has data regarding auxiliary grant recipients, however UAI data is dispersed among many different locations.

The group decided that additional information is needed before moving a proposal forward.  DBHDS, DSS and DMAS will be asked to make specific changes in the proposal relating to data that would be reported by their respective agencies, and transmit those changes by November 30 to Ms. Stanley for circulation to the Task Force.  The group also decided that any reporting requirement should be to the Executive Branch, not the General Assembly.
MFP
Supplemental Home Modifications:  No update was available.

Bridge Rent:  Jason Rachel indicated that he has a meeting scheduled with Shea Hollifield, Deputy Director at the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) next week to finalize the process by which MFP participants request bridge rent.  Bridge rent will only be available to MFP participants still in a facility. And that are currently having modifications completed to their rental residence where the landlord requires a lease signed and rent payments made while the modifications are being completed. It will be up to two months.  As these are federal funds, they will most likely be administered directly through DHCD versus through the 5 Centers for Independent Living (CILs) that are currently administering the supplemental home modification monies.  Mr. Rachel will report the progress made and the process during the next meeting.
MFP Housing Action Plan Semi-Annual Report:  This report, which will be submitted to the Secretaries of Health and Human Resources and Commerce and Trade November 13, was discussed briefly.  Ms. Stanley thanked members who had sent updates prior to the meeting.   

UPDATES: HOUSING ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

· HUD Non-Elderly Disability Vouchers:  No progress to report
· Unlocking Doors:  No progress to report
· Federal Housing Trust Fund:  Barry Merchant reported that the 10/29/09 Administration’s housing announcement formally ties funding for a national Housing Trust Fund to the stimulus measures of extending the homebuyer tax credit and continuing higher loan limits for the GSE and FHA home mortgage programs.  It is significant that Treasury Secretary Geithner was part of the announcement as well as HUD Secretary Donovan.  By tying the three together, the Administration increases the likelihood of funding for a national Housing Trust Fund in light of the intense industry efforts to gain passage of the two homeownership measures.  The national Housing Trust Fund puts a high priority on serving the needs of extremely low income renters and would provide a critical additional layer of subsidy needed to help make such housing feasible.
· Pending Federal Legislation-Section 811 Housing for People with Disabilities Program:   Barry Merchant noted that legislation recently introduced in Congress to reform the Section 811 program includes a competitive state demonstration program to fund rental operating subsidy assistance for community based housing.  Virginia’s participation in this demonstration could facilitate progress in implementing the MFP Demonstration, and enable Virginia to offer a wider array of housing choices to persons transitioning to community housing from the Central Virginia Training Center. The demonstration will require a formal MOU between state housing and disability services agencies.

· DBHDS Housing Study:  Lee Price reported that this study has been completed and submitted to the Secretary of Health and Human Resources.  When it is publicly available, he will send a copy to Ms. Stanley to distribute to the Task Force members.
· Adult Foster Care Expansion:  No progress to report
· Sponsored Residential Expansion:  Lee Price reported that this is wrapped up with capital funding for housing in the community
· VHDA Housing Solutions Work Group: No progress to report
· Auxiliary Grant Portability: No progress to report
· Governor’s Housing Conference:  Ed Turner will moderate a workshop on “Increasing Housing Options for Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities” on November 19 at this conference.  Panelists include Maureen Hollowell, Jason Rachel, Bill Fuller, and Tony Gentry.  The group requested that Ms. Stanley forward the presentations, and she agreed to do so.
· VirginiaHousingSearch.com: Ms. Stanley noted that VHDA may wish to encourage landlords to include specific accessibility features of the properties posted; some who have tried to locate this information have been disappointed not to find that level of detail.
· QAP:  A public hearing is scheduled for November 17 at VHDA.
· CIL activities:  The CIL Housing Specialists are meeting this week in Charlottesville to discuss their work with local housing agencies.  Ms. Stanley presented yesterday on the work of the Task Force and the Olmstead Strategic Plan housing initiatives.  Sharon Fairburn of VHDA also presented yesterday on Section 8 vouchers and related topics.

Joan Manley asked if it would be appropriate for the Task Force to have a presentation on Walkable/Liveable communities.  After some discussion, it was decided to request such a presentation at the March 23 Community Integration Advisory Commission meeting instead.  Emily Helmboldt offered to work with her husband, who is Director of the Bicycle and Pedestrian program at VDOT, on this
Updates for Housing Page on Virginia Easy Access:

The group reviewed the content and links on the current Easy Access Housing page and made suggestions for updates and additions.  Ms. Stanley will forward all suggestions to the portal group, chaired by Joan Manley. 
Discussion:  Information for Incoming Administration

The members briefly discussed how to transmit important housing information to the incoming administration.  They suggested that Ms. Stanley do this under the Olmstead aegis, and that it be a bulleted list of the most important and/or time-sensitive items, such as MFP, the DBHDS housing study, and the federal housing trust fund.  Ms. Stanley agreed to develop a draft and circulate it to the members for feedback.
The next meeting of the Task Force will take place March 4, 2010.   Meetings can be called in the interim if needed.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m.
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