March 31, 2009

The Honorable Mark R. Warner

United States Senate

459A Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Warner:


I am writing on behalf of the Virginia Disability Commission to express the Commission's support for the Frank Melville Supportive Housing Investment Act of 2009, and to urge you to support this very important piece of legislation.  As a legislative entity charged with identifying, examining, and recommending legislative and budgetary actions related to services and funding for Virginians with physical and sensory disabilities to the Virginia General Assembly, the Virginia Disability Commission has long been aware of the barriers that prevent persons with disabilities from accessing affordable, accessible housing in the Commonwealth.  During 2008, the Commission received information about the Frank Melville Supportive Housing Investment Act of 2008 (H.R. 5772). In December of 2008, the Commission unanimously recommended supporting this action. With the reintroduction of the legislation as the Frank Melville Supportive Housing Investment Act of 2009 (H.R.1675), the Commission believes that an opportunity exists to move forward on this important issue. 


Thank you for your time and consideration.







Sincerely,







Senator Linda T. Puller







Chair, Virginia Disability Commission

